
Old Testament: Isaiah 9: 2 - 7
New Testament: Luke 2: 8 - 14

Please join me in prayer.  And now Lord God may the words of  my mouth, and the
meditations of  all our hearts, be pleasing and acceptable in Thy sight our Rock and
our Redeemer.  Amen.

Cindy Lou Who tried to intervene.  The book has her less trying to intervene and
more stumbling into a possible intervention scenario.  If  you’ve seen the more
modern Jim Carrey rendering of  the film, you might remember that the makers of  that
film give Cindy Lou Who a more direct and intentional interventional role.  They do
ask Cindy to intervene on the Grinch’s behalf  both with him directly and even with
her fellow Who’s.  It is interesting that Suess, likely intentionally, created an
opportunity for the “villain” to be redeemed even before a change of  heart came and
he sought said redemption that had already been offered.  In the very midst of  his
tomfoolery and shenanigans the Grinch is approached and offered a way out of  his
nefarious schemes and activities.  When you frame it like this the story starts to sound
awfully familiar, does it not?

Tomfoolery and shenanigans happen in the dark.  You’ll note that part of  what the
Grinch was attempting to steal from the Who’s down in Whoville was their Christmas
lights.  He preferred the darkness of  Mt. Crumpit where he could grump and plot and
plan his nefarious schemes outside of  the light of  revelation.  Tomfoolery and
shenanigans continue to happen in the dark to this day.  The “dark” just now looks
like lies and deception, endless litigation and back-door, “off  book” handshake deals
far from any oversight or accountability.  Plotting and planning of  nefarious schemes
are still happening, right now, somewhere here in this country and somewhere else
around the world.  Just like with the Grinch, intervention is needed.

The prophet Isaiah recognized both the reality of  tomfoolery and shenanigans
happening in the dark and the need for intervention against them.  “The people who
walk in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwell in a land of  deep darkness,
on them has light shone … for to us a child is born, to us a son is given.”  In the story
of  the Grinch, it is a child who intervenes.  In the story of  our salvation, it is a child
who intervenes.  I hope this gives us pause to stop, think, and contemplate.  The
children have always been trying to tell us something and they are currently trying to
tell us something; or at least, the younger generations.  Will we have ears to hear?  Dr.
Seuss could have chosen any character in his own book to serve as the one who would
attempt to intervene with the Grinch.  And yet, he chose Cindy; a toddler.  That is not
a coincidence.  That is an intentional choice.



God could have chosen any person in God’s own creation to serve as the one who
would intervene with us humans and attempt to save us from ourselves.  And yet,
God chose to condescend to us in the form of  a humble baby, born in a humble
stable, and placed in a humble manger.  God revealed the birth first through angelic
visitors to humble shepherds, freezing their tails off, keeping watch over their flocks
by night.  None of  these are coincidences.  These are intentional choices.  Why did Dr.
Seuss choose a humble child?  Why did God choose a humble child, in a humble
setting revealed to humble shepherds?  Perhaps all the humility serves to remind us of
what we are lacking.  Isaiah had an inkling.  (Read v. 4 - 5)  The opposite of  humility is
thinking that we can do things our own way; force our own agenda through our own
power or might.  Isaiah sees this reality in his proclamation that tools we often choose
to go about forcing our own agendas, yokes, staffs and rods of  oppression have been
broken.  Further, war boots and garments rolled in the blood of  battle will be burned.
There is a better way!  There is a better way to live.  (Read v.7)  Justice and
righteousness is rooted in humility.

Intervention seeks to point out to us that there is a better way.  Think about
interventions with drug abusers or alcoholics.  They are attempts to save the person
from themself; to show that there is a better way to deal with whatever stresses or
anxieties or traumas or tragedies led to their substance abuse.  The Divine
intervention of  the Advent season seeks to point out to us that there is a better way!
What we’ve been doing as a collective humanity has not got us as far as we’d like to
think!  Sure, the technology is amazing and it deceptively makes us feel like we’ve
advanced and are far beyond where we once were.  But take a look around and
observe how we continue to divide ourselves; to separate ourselves and how we
continue to use God as our excuse for dividing and separating ourselves.  Shameful.
Little children, tykes Cindy Lou Who’s age, don’t divide and separate themselves.
That is learned behavior through observation and negative reinforcement.  The baby
Jesus did not divide himself  or separate himself  from his earthly mother but humbly
clung to her.

What will you choose during this Advent season of  intervention?  Will you lie to
yourself  and the children like the Grinch and proclaim “why I am simply fixing a
broken light and have to take the tree away to do so!” thereby denying the
intervention offered?  Or, will you humbly accept your need to be saved from yourself
and the hope of  intervention in the form of  a humble baby, born in a humble stable,
placed in a humble feeding trough, revealed to humble shepherds?  As ever, the
choice remains yours.  Amen.


