
Greetings church, 
 
In chapter 10 D.A. Horton provides a couple of helpful tips and thoughts for us right now and provides 
an intriguing structural and organizational model for when God chooses to grow our numbers again 
(perhaps even soon with the possible merger with the Holy Trinity Parish). I’ll begin by reviewing what is 
helpful right now. 
 
His view of justice is incredibly helpful right now as we, the whole people of First Presbyterian Church 
Lexington, continue to struggle with how to even talk about justice matters and issues that are so 
politically fraught. Horton says that justice is, “a fundamental attribute of God that humans can 
imperfectly embody in our decision-making processes regarding interpersonal, legal, and social matters. 
This includes the allocation of resources and the protection of human right, guided by principles of 
fairness and moral integrity”1. This means that justice issues must be faced albeit imperfectly so. As 
believers in and followers of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, it is required that we engage and deal 
with a fundamental attribute of God which is justice. View it as a requirement, a duty, a wonderful gift, a 
burden to be picked up and carried. However you choose to view it, there is no avoiding it. Justice and its 
accompanying issues, as an attribute of God, is religiously loaded before it is politically loaded. Will we 
succeed perfectly every time in adjudicating said issues? No we will not; that was part of Horton’s 
definition. Just because we imperfectly embody the justice of God is not an excuse for not making the 
effort. Horton intricately connects justice with mercy. This is the second component that is incredibly 
helpful. “The Bible presents mercy as a fundamental characteristic of God, which he expects individuals 
in a covenant relationship with him to imitate consistently, albeit imperfectly.”2 What Horton is 
suggesting is that, in working to adjudicate justice issues mercy should be our guiding principle. This is 
remarkably Christ-like. Jesus always led with mercy. Jesus’ life, as recorded in the gospel narratives, 
confirms and exemplifies the truth of Horton’s statement that mercy is an attribute of God. Therefore, 
God is the fountainhead of all mercy. “Consider mercy as a flowing stream or pure water. The 
continuous and abundant source of this phenomenon can be attributed to God.”3 Jesus’ life also 
corroborates this statement. In his connection and communion with God the Father Jesus found the 
capacity within his human-self to practice mercy first. We call them “miracles” and “signs” and 
“wonders”. But when you think about each of them they were all merciful acts; acts of mercy that 
restored people not just physically, but emotionally, spiritually, and even restored people to a society that 
had ostracized them and declared that there was no place for such a person within “their” society. For 
Jesus, justice and mercy went hand in hand; there was not one without the other. Having mercy as a 
guiding principle, receiving mercy as an everflowing gift from the fountainhead that is the Triune God, 
will equip and enable us to do the godly work of talking about and doing justice and justice issues, albeit 
imperfectly so. 
 
What is helpful for when God chooses to grow our numbers again is a model for structuring ourselves 
with more intentionality towards practicing justice, mercy ministries, both inside and outside the 
congregation, all while remaining completely within the bounds of Presbyterian polity. I hope and pray to 
share more! 
 
In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Eddie 
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