Excerpts From Eddie
Greetings church,
As we continue to contemplate the theme of “You Are Welcome” here, I invite you to consider the following:

Living in to being a welcoming congregation is not limited to the aesthetic appeal of the church building. It is certainly important to have the building painted, dressed and decorated in a warm, welcoming, appealing manner; which it is. I recognize and thank those who make it so and are in the process of making it so.
There seems to be always such work going on. It is important to have the outside of the building look that way
too. It should be clean and approachable. It should be pretty and well kept and maintained. It is and I recognize and thank those who diligently work to make it so. It is important that the programs we offer are well
staffed, fun, safe, inclusive and that those who staff them are prepared. It is important that the programs offer
something of value for those who attend. They do and I recognize and thank those who diligently work to
make them so. It is important that our music in our worship service is well prepared, beautiful, meaningful and
conducive to facilitating a worshipful and reverential attitude for all. Whether it be piano music, organ music,
choral music, handbell music, guitar music or any kind of music it should meet a standard. It does and I recognize and appreciate all those who diligently work to make it happen. All of these “things” contribute to a welcoming environment. We are succeeding.
My question for your consideration is “why”? Why are we making the interior and exterior of the
building appealing? Why are we doing our programs and doing them well? Why are we doing our worship
service and doing it well? What is in our hearts as we do these things?
Is it fear? We are afraid of dying and so we do these things to keep busy and not think about dying? Is
it complacency? We have always done these things. We don’t know quite what else to do, so we’ll just keep
doing the things that we have always done? Is it a disbelief in grace? If we do not do these things, God will
judge us unworthy and we won’t “earn” salvation? Is it judgment? Do you have a sense that things should be
done a certain way and you’re going to go down swinging and fighting before things change?
What if love was at the core of everything that First Presbyterian Church, Lexington does? Love for
God? Love for our neighbors? Love for the community? Love for ourselves? What if love was the motivating
factor behind keeping the building looking inviting and presentable? What if love was the motivating factor
for serving on committees and serving on Session and serving as Deacons? What if love was the motivating
factor behind making invitations? Behind saying that “you are welcome” here?
I just spent the majority of the summer encouraging you all to “check your heart”. What is in there? Because
whatever is in there is what you manifest out into the world. Being a welcoming church requires love, first and
foremost. And that means each and every person who compromises the church practicing love as well. What’s
in your heart?
In His Service,
Pastor Eddie
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Serving in September
Ushers: Dan & Tempie Roberts

First Presbyterian Church

Greeters: The Carlson Family

PO Box 160
801 N. Lincoln
Lexington NE 68850

Offering Counters: Vickie Davis & a member of Properties

Phone: (308)324-5507
Fax: (308)324-5508

July 24: Dennis Biehl

Email: firstchurchlex@gmail.com
Website: www.lexpresbyterian.com
Facebook Page:
First Presbyterian Church of Lexington

Office Hours
Monday—Friday
10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.
12:30—2:30 p.m.

Church Staff
Teaching Elder—Rev. Eddie Mariel
Dir of Worship Ministries—Holly Rickertsen
Hostess—Linda Anthony
Office Manager—Sarah Mariel
Bookkeeper—Kimmy Schuster

Ruling Elders
Dr. Fran Carlson
Jeanne Burns
Sally Heusinkvelt
Dian Lauby
Allison Luther

Allan McClure
Kristin Psota
Bruce Rickertsen
Dan Roberts

Clerk of Session: Don Anthony

Deacons
Judy Biehl
Dorothy Bremer
Loretta Falkinburg
Steve Falkinburg
Chuck Malcom
Darlene Malcom
LaDonna McClure

Rhea Musil
Tom Musil
Carol Nelson
Tempie Roberts
Jo Sherman
Sharon Steinberger

Lay Leaders:
July 31: Andrea Nisley
August 7: Bruce Rickertsen

August 14: Mary Reed
August 21: Lorelai Rickertsen
August 28: Jonelle Lans

Loose Offerings during the month of September goes to:
Presbyterian Disaster Relief

Committee Schedule
Mission/Outreach Committee — September 5th, 7:00 p.m.

Faith Committee — September 6th, 7:00 p.m.
Congregational Care Committee — September 15th, 6:00 p.m.
Properties Committee — September 19th, 7:00 p.m.
Personnel Committee — September 20th, 6:30 p.m.
Session — September 27th, 7:00 p.m.

Women’s Groups
-Southside Bible cancelled until further notice
-Faith Circle meets September 22nd at 9:00 am at the church
-Martha Circle meets September 15th at 2:00 pm Ruth Seward’s
-*New Yet to be Named Circle* meets September 12th at 7:00
pm at Sarah Mariel’s

Service Committee Up Next:
Group A
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August 23, 2022 Session Meeting

Regular Session Meeting Location: Conference Room
Date: August 23, 2022 Time: 7:00 pm
Moderator: Rev. Eddie Mariel
Elders Present: Dr. Fran Carlson, Jeanne Burns, Sally Heusinkvelt, Dian Lauby,
Allan McClure, Bruce Rickertsen, Dan Roberts
Elders Excused: Allison Luther, Kristin Psota
Elders Absent: none
Others: Don Anthony
Prayer and Devotions: Dian Lauby
Minutes: Minutes of the June Regular Session meeting Approved as presented.
Clerk’s Report: Communion:
7/3/2022…51
In Home 0
July Total 51
8/7/2022... 56
In Home 0
August total 56
Deaths: 0
Marriage: 0
Transfers: 0
Removal: 0
Membership: 221
Attendance Report: Received as presented
Financial Report: Received as presented
Balance 1/01/2022 $19.501.92
Receipts 124,953.99
Disbursements 122,862.46
Balance 8/19/2022 $21,593.45
Pastor’s Report: Received as presented
Faith Team: Recommendation to have Matins Service on December 18th . Motion carried.
Mission and Outreach: No recommendations
Properties and Endowment and Gifts: Recommendation that Brenda Colvin be appointed to Endowment and
Gifts Committee.
Motion Carried.
Congregational Care: No recommendations
Personnel: No recommendations

Deacons: No Report
Other Business: Motion to ratify email vote to give $100 to United by Culture Festival from Local Benevolence
Special Revolving Account. Email vote was affirmative. Motion passed.
Elders to serve communion on September 4: Dan, Dian
Next Meeting: September 27, 2022 at 7:00 pm in Conference Room
Devotions next meeting: Allison Luther
Adjourned with prayer by Pastor Mariel
Respectfully submitted: Don Anthony, Clerk of Session
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The First Phone Call from Heaven
By
Mitch Alborn
Mitch Alborn is a famous author, having written over 20 books, his most well-known book is Tuesdays
with Morrie, which spent four years atop the New York Times list and is the bestselling memoir of all time.
More than thirty-four million copies of his books have been sold world-wide. One of his books, Stranger in
the Lifeboat. Is on our current Presbyterian Women’s book list and has been read by some of you.
Garth Stein, author of The Art of Racing in the Rain, has this to say about Mitch Albom’s book, “A
beautifully rendered tale of faith and redemption that makes us think, feel, and hope—and then doubt and believe, as only Mitch Alborn can make us do.”
One morning in the small town of Coldwater, Michigan, several people receive phone calls from their
loved ones who have passed away. Are the calls a miracle, or a hoax? Many people from other places travel
there to try to find out more information.
Mitch effortlessly takes the reader between the invention of the telephone in 1876 and our modern
world which is obsessed with cell phones.
The first phone call was received by Tess Rafferty from her mother, who had died four years ago.
Needless to say that Tess was very surprised to hear her mother’s voice. The message from her was good
news, “There is no pain here. The pain you go through in life doesn’t really touch you here...You are so much
lighter than you think.”
The next call was to the police chief, Jack Sellers, who heard from his son, who had died while in the
army. His son’s voice told him, “Don’t be afraid Dad...the end is not the end.” He also share with his father,
“What we give to fear, we take away from faith.”
Another lady, Katherine Yellin, heard from her deceased sister who told her that she was happy in
heaven and that she was waiting for her to join the rest of the believers who now lived there. She told her in a
later call, “Knowing heaven...is what heals us on earth.”
Several other people were also contacted by telephone from relatives who had died. Is it true? Is it possible to receive messages from heaven? Please read the book to find out about these communications.
Mitch has founded several charities, including a medical clinic for homeless children in America. He
also manages an orphanage in Haiti. He and his wife live in Detroit, where he writes his many interesting
books.
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Church News
Financial Report as of June 1st
Operating Receipts — $116.949.11
Operating Expenses — $114,857.58
Surplus (deficit) — $2,091.53

Roof Loan Balance — $30,496.12
Payments Remaining this Year — $4,002.44
Current Roof Fund Balance — $10,894.85

Youth Activities
Children and Youth programs are starting soon! Join us for Rally Day on Sunday, September 11th at 9:00 am
for fun activities for the children! LOGOS will begin on Wednesday, September 14th. Elementary LOGOS
starts at 4:30 pm and ends at 6:30 pm with supper provided. Middle school and high school LOGOS begins
with supper at 6:00 pm and ends at 8:00 pm. We have a great year planned and we are excited for all that God
will do this year!

September 10th | PW Fall Gathering in Holdrege.
September 11th | Rally Day—Following the service we will be having a potluck. Please bring a
covered dish (dot dish, salad, etc.) to share. Drinks will be provided.
September 14th | LOGOS Starts!

We have transitioned to digital form for the monthly newsletter. You will be able to receive the newsletter on the website or have it
delivered by email. If you do not receive it by email and wish to, please email us at firstchurchlex@gmail.com. If you are currently
getting the newsletter mailed to you and wish to continue to receive it by mail, email us or call us to let us know. Thank you.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

1

2

Pastor’s Day Off

9:00 am—Office
Staff Meeting

7:00 pm—Mission &
Outreach

700 pm—Mid Platte

7

8

9

9:00 am—Coffee/
Fellowship Hour

Pastor’s Day Off

9:00 am—Office
Staff Meeting

10:00 am—Worship

7:00 pm—Mid Platte
Valley Taekwondo

14

15

16

9:00 am—Coffee/
Fellowship Hour

Pastor’s Day Off

9:00 am—Office
Staff Meeting

7:00 pm—Properties
Committee

3

Thu

Fri

Sat

4

5

6

12

13

19

20

26

27

7:00 pm—Mid Platte
Valley Taekwondo

7:00 pm—Faith
Committee

7:00 pm—Mid Platte
Valley Taekwondo

10:00 am—Worship

Wed

10

11
7:00 pm—Mid Platte
Valley Taekwondo

7:00 pm—Mid Platte
Valley Taekwondo

17

18
6:00 pm—
Congregational Care
Committee

6:30 pm—Personnel
Committee

7:00 pm—Mid Platte
Valley Taekwondo

7:00 pm—Mid Platte
Valley Taekwondo

7:00 pm—Mid Platte

21

22

23

24

25

9:00 am—Coffee/
Fellowship Hour

Pastor’s Day Off

9:00 am—Office
Staff Meeting

6:00 pm—Upper
LOGOS at the
Mariel’s

9:30 am—Faith
Circle

10:00 am—Worship

7:00 pm—Mid Platte
Valley Taekwondo

28

29

30

9:00 am—Coffee/
Fellowship Hour

Pastor’s Day Off

9:00 am—Office
Staff Meeting
7:00 pm—Session

7:00 pm—Mid Platte
Valley Taekwondo

7:00 pm—Mid Platte
Valley Taekwondo

7:00 pm—Mid Platte
Valley Taekwondo

11:00 am—Knitting
10:00 am—Worship

September 2022

7:00 pm—Mid Platte
Valley Taekwondo

31

