Greetings church,

We’re moving on to chapter 10 in The Search for Truth About Islam: A Christian Pastor Separates
Fact from Fiction by Ben Daniel.

I want to re-iterate that the author is not writing an academic thesis nor is he writing a persuasive
essay or argumentative paper attempting to win someone over to his cause. He is writing about a
personal journey he has been on and inviting us into that journey. That is to say that this book is very
readable and I strongly encourage everyone to not just read my reflections on each chapter but to
read the book for themselves and to put your thoughts, questions, and reflections into
conversation with mine.

The author titles chapter 10 “Stealth Jihad”. He does so, tongue in cheek, to spend the entire chapter
de-bunking a conspiracy theory known as “stealth jihad”. If you’ve never heard of such a thing, such
a conspiracy theory, I'm not going to explain it here because it is a bunch of hogwash. Suffice to say
though that this conspiracy theory is another ingredient in the rampant Islamophobia we see so
prevalently in our nation today. There is no such thing as “stealth jihad” and anybody pushing such a
thing is pushing yet another conspiracy theory in an attempt to undermine the Islamic faith and the
Muslim people. The author’s concluding statement regarding all of this “stealth jihad” nonsense is
telling as to the hypocritical nature of what conspiracy theorists are promoting:

If a Muslim organization tried to do something similar to what Promise Keepers used to do,
for example, by filling up American sports arenas with testosterone-soaked, spiritually
charged men singing the Muslim equivalent of “Rise Up, O Men of God,” it would cause
widespread panic. If a Muslim version of Young Life sent volunteers into public high schools
to evangelize non-Muslim youth, or if a Muslim version of the Gideons were to leave free
copies of the Qur’an in every American hotel room, many American Christians would
suddenly find a new devotion to the idea that the First Amendment actually does establish a
wall of separation between mosque and state.'

His conclusion is not dissimilar to something I too continue to advocate for: dialogue and
conversations. And the best way to have open dialogue and conversation? Over a meal. We can
choose to keep traveling down the wide road of certainty, intolerance, judgment, and fear; both
individually and corporately. Or we can choose to travel down the narrow road of faith, truth, love,
and justice for all. I continue to believe that the narrow road will be filled with many disarming
meals. Indeed, as the old hymn says, “let us break bread together on our knees”. This is how we
continue to move forward individually, together.

In Christ’s Service,
Pastor Eddie
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